FIRE BELOW

" And now," said IT " for my statement^
The officers that took me are perfectly right.:
I was not leaving the country. I had that
instant come in. I had come by car from
Bariche as fast as I could."
" From Bariche ? " cried a detective.
" From Bariche/'  said I.
" But, sir, you were two miles from Vigil
at half-past five."
"So Reubens told you," said I. "Well,
Reubens told you the truth. I was within
his horse-lines at half-past five. And at half-
past six I was at Bariche, at the sign of The
Broken Egg. I crossed the border at Elsa,
and I travelled in Major Grieg's car." There
was a gasp of amazement, and I heard the
detective-sergeant smother an oath. " He put
me out of tibe country to serve some end of
his own ; but I don't much like his assistance,
and so I came back,"
With that, I described Grieg's chauffeurs
and the inside of his car; and I bade them
ring up Elsa and ask if this had not passed,
twice between six and seven o'clock.
They heard me out in a silence big with
wrath, and seemed to be very willing to believe
what I said.
When I had done-----
" Tell me one thing, sir," said one of the
plain-clothes police. " Between Vigil and Elsa
are they anywhere mending the road ? "
" Yes," said I. " Some two miles this side
of Elsa we passed a roller at work."
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